[Variations in the level of immunosuppressive acidic protein in patients with gynecologic tumors and pregnant women].
Immunosuppressive acidic protein (IAP) was determined in sera of patients with gynecologic tumors and pregnant women using the single radial immunodiffusion method. The normal limit of IAP of 490 micrograms/ml was derived from the mean value +2S.D. of IAP in 150 healthy females. Among 141 patients with gynecologic cancers, serum IAP was elevated in 87 patients (62%). Among 190 patients with benign tumors (98 uterine myoma, 92 benign ovarian tumors) serum IAP was elevated in 14 patients (7%). The level of IAP in sera of 201 pregnant women was almost identical with that of the healthy females. Elevated levels of IAP were recognized in 43% of 77 patients with cervical cancer, in 55% of 11 endometrial cancer patients and in 91% of 53 ovarian cancer patients. IAP determination was most effective in ovarian cancer for the early detection of cancer. IAP determinations may provide a useful method for the detection of recurrence of cervical cancer.